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l.-URETHROSCOPY
412.J Urethroscopy is very rarely needed for examination of the female
urethra. In the male, however, it is such a comparatively common
investigation that the following considerations deal almost entirely with
the male urethra, which for purposes of inspection is arbitrarily divided
into two parts—anterior and posterior. The anterior urethra corresponds
to the spongy or penile portion and extends from the external urinary
mcatus to its continuation in the membranous urethra; the posterior
urethra extends to the internal urinary meatus of the bladder.
(1)—Selection of Instruments
The instruments designed for urethral cndoscopy arc of two main
types: (a) those with direct vision, and (h) those with indirect vision with
a telescope. An instrument with direct vision, eminently suitable for
inspection of the anterior urethra, has been developed by Wyndham
Powell, the most satisfactory form being the aero-urethroscope. The
Wyndham Powell or Swift Joly modification has an external projected
lighting system which requires focusing and gives the best view of the
urethra. Harrison's instrument has an internal distal end light, does
not require focusing, and is more useful as an operating instrument.
The Swift Joly aero-urethroscope which is used at St. Peter's Hospital Swiff Joly
consists of two parts: (a) a series of straight cannulae with obturators aer(5r
from 18 to 28 Charrtere size for introduction into the urethra, and (b)
the combined lighting and optical system to be attached to the distal
end of the cannula after the latter's insertion, the obturator having been
removed. The fitting of the two parts is air-tight and there is a nozzle
with tap on the side of the viewing end to which bellows can be attached
and through \vhich the urethra can be dilated to the required degree.
For examination of the posterior urethra, a cysto-urethroscope is the Cysto-
instrument of choice. It is easier to introduce and is less likely to cause urethrosc°Pe
trauma. A constant flow of irrigating fluid provides dilatation of the
posterior urethra, and facilitates both to-and-fro and rotary movements
of the instrument. There are many models, Buerger's and Lewin's
being probably the commonest in use. In brief the instrument consists
of (a) a sheath fitted with two flushing stopcocks, and with a straight or
slightly curved beak, and (6) a combined optical and lighting system for
introduction along this sheath, the lamp and prism window being so
placed as to obtain the full advantage of light and vision.
(2)—Anterior Urethroscopy
(a) Examination
The patient passes urine, and is then placed on his back with the thighs
slightly abducted, on a couch or table. The external nieatus and glans
penis are cleaned with 70 per cent alcohol or mercuric oxycyanide
solution 1 in 4,000. The examination, although uncomfortable, should

